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thinks that we can organize society as we like and that
an organization can be devised in which poverty and
misery shall disappear. He goes further even than
this. He assumes that men have artificially organized
society as it now exists. Hence if anything is disagree-
able or hard in the present state of society it follows,
on that view, that the task of organizing society has
been imperfectly and badly performed, and that it needs
to be done over again. These are the assumptions with
which the socialist starts, and many socialists seem also
to believe that if they can destroy belief in an Almighty
God who is supposed to have made the world such as
it is, they will then have overthrown the belief that
there is a fixed order in human nature and human life
which man can scarcely alter at all, and, if at all, only
infinitesimally.
The truth is that the social order is fixed by laws of
nature precisely analogous to those of the physical order.
The most that man can do is by ignorance and self-
conceit to mar the operation of social laws. The evils
of society are to a great extent the result of the dog-
matism and self-interest of statesmen, philosophers,
and ecclesiastics who in past time have done just what
the socialists now want to do. Instead of studying the
natural laws of the social order, they assumed that they
could organize society as they chose, they made up
their minds what kind of a society they wanted to make,
and they planned their little measures for the ends they
had resolved upon. It will take centuries of scientific
study of the facts of nature to eliminate from human
society the mischievous institutions and traditions
which the said statesmen, philosophers, and ecclesiastics
have introduced into it. Let us not, however, even
then delude ourselves with any impossible hopes. The